Previous: http://cryptome.org/2014/02/snowden-drop.pdf (Excerpted selections, not continuous.)

























government’s stealth attack on it was the equivalent of an
attack that occupies land - a terrible and illegitimate
invasion. He viewed his own deeds in explicitly patriotic
terms. He saw his leak not as an act of betraval but as a
necessary corrective to a spyv system that had grown
dvsfunctional.

‘America is a fundamentally good country,” he maintained.
‘We have good people with good values. But the structures of
power that exist are working to their own ends, to extend
their capability at the expense of the freedom of all publics.’

Critics would subsequently accuse Snowden of narcissism,
claiming it was a desite for attention that had made him
spill the NSA's beans. MacAskill formed another impression,
of a diffident individual far more at home in front of his
laptop than in the limelight. ‘He was personable and
courteous. His instinct is to be friendly. He is really shy," he
says. ‘A lot of people are suggesting he was after celebrity
status. He isn't.” When MacAskill took a few snaps of
Snowden he was visibly uncomfortable. Snowden was in fact
happiest when talking about the technical details of
surveillance. ‘e has got a real nerdy side to him. Ile's
comfortable with computers. That’s his world.’

Greenwald and MacAskill were internet bumpkins who
knew little about how the web actually worked (although

Poitras’s technical skills were formidable). The two men


















