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v Searching for alternative uranium sources. Iran continues with
its search for alternative sources for uranium since its own stocks
are of poor quality and almost depleted. Three countries are of
importance: South Africa, who is not willing to supply Iran again;
Algeria which has its own IAEA supervised nuclear programme
and is a close supporter of the Iranian quest to develop an
independent peaceful nuclear capacity and Zimbabwe. The latter
is of particular importance since it agreed in 2011 during the visit
by President Ahmadinejad to Zimbabwe to supply Tehran with the
required resource. Note: There is currently no evidence if this
agreement has been activated.

= Enhancing its support for international terrorist groups and
networks in Africa

As international pressure mounts on Iran, it has become increasingly
involved in exploiting the disorganisation within Al Qaeda, after the death
of Osama bin Laden, to its own advantage. As a result lran has
launched a comprehensive strategy regarding the African and Muslim
worlds. It entails the following:

v' The creation of a new international extremist network in which
Iran could exert influence and control. To realize this objective
Iran ordered its operatives in Africa to engage and organize as
many of the terrorist movements as possible so as to fill the
increasing vacuum left by Al Qaeda’s deterioration. Al Qaeda and
the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LET) are the primary targets of this initiative.

v" Africa was decided upon as the key experimental focus for Iran’s
initiative to create a coordinated and integrated internationally
driven and orientated “terrorist movement”. Africa was also
described by key lIranian officials “as the new war zone for
terrorism”. Senegal, Mali and the Horn of Africa were identified as
key zones where “terrorism” could rapidly be revived and
organized to advance Iranian interests.

v" Operations in Africa are the first and primary objective, but the
intention is to expand later to other areas such as the USA, the
UK, Germany, France and Israel.

Since a detailed discussion of terrorism falls outside the scope of this
paper, it is important to conclude by emphasizing that Iranian supported
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or funded terrorist activities have increased since 2011 when this
initiative was first uncovered. Additionally, networks throughout
Mauritania, Mali, Algeria, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya,
Tanzania and Somalia have become increasingly active. Sophisticated
arms from the former Colonel Ghaddafi’'s armoury have also ended up in
the hands of terrorist groups, particularly in Mali where it has led to a
total deterioration of the political and security situation.

Further, it has already led to greater cooperation between key terrorist
movements based in Asia, the Middle East and in Africa. For example,
Al Qaeda in consultation with movements like Al Shaba’ab, Hisbul al-Islam
and others have decided to loosely join forces for the sake of expanding
and enhancing the global terrorist network.

5. KEY OBSERVATIONS

Based on the above and particularly, the changes in the international
environment it is possible to make three basic observations:

" The Iranian modus operandi discussed above has remained
broadly unchanged although a shift is becoming visible towards
enhanced IRGC involvement and an increase in the importance of
business / economic related activities.

= The status of Africa, like Latin America, has been elevated given
Iran’s increasing attempts to avoid the impact of the growing
sanction regime.

g Africa has been selected to become the primary zone of conflict
with the West in an attempt to advance Iranian foreign policy and
intelligence objectives.




